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“No matter where you start, 
having a vision and working 
hard toward your goals will 
always lead you to success.”

Danya, Accelerate Scholar

The ABCN Accelerate Scholarship Program is a three-
year program that supports high-potential students 
who are experiencing socio-economic challenges to 
achieve their potential. ABCN is seeking students who 
demonstrate significant promise to succeed in their 
aspirations and to become a leader in their desired field. 
Scholars receive support from a dedicated corporate 
mentor and $7000 in financial assistance amortised 
across Years 11, 12 and their first year of tertiary 
education or training. 

The 2022 scholarships are for years 2023–2025. 
Applications will open on Tuesday 14 June 2022 and 
must be submitted by Friday 19 August 2022. Award 
winners will be informed personally in October 2022.



WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THESE SCHOLARSHIPS?

For many students from low socio-economic areas, 

financial and mentoring support is invaluable. Often it  

can make all the difference when it comes to achieving 

their goals.

ABCN scholarships aim to empower students to realise 

their potential and attain the necessary entrance results for 

tertiary education or training. They are directed at students 

who would benefit from financial assistance and mentoring 

support to successfully complete Years 11 and 12 and their 

first year of study or training after school.

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THE SCHOLARSHIPS?

The scholarship is made up of two components of  

equal value and importance — financial support and 

mentoring support.

The financial component equates to $7000 over three years 

– $2000 each year in Years 11 and 12 and $3000 in the first 

year of tertiary study as well as travel expenses to attend 

ABCN functions and program events.

The mentoring component is paramount. Each scholarship 

winner will be provided with their own dedicated corporate 

mentor from an ABCN member company to provide 

assistance and support through their studies. 

Scholars and mentors meet in four structured group 

sessions per year, alongside monthly one-on-one 

meetings. During this time, they will explore their goals, 

aspirations, challenges, achievements and areas for 

development. In years two and three, communication 

typically includes two facilitated group sessions, regular 

one-on-one meetings and other specialised content, 

between monthly check-ins.

‘This program is very supportive and 
it lowers the pressure and stress on 
students during their senior years.’  
Evana, Year 2 Scholar and aspiring doctor
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WHAT CAN THE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS BE USED FOR?

The scholarship funds can be used to cover any fees or costs 

associated with education. All Accelerate scholars receive a 

debit card at the beginning of the program, onto which ABCN 

will load the relevant funds for each year. Some examples of 

items or services which can be purchased may include:

> home or laptop computer, software and printer

> books, study aids and stationery 

> tuition, specialist equipment and course costs

> other support for education costs such as uniforms   

and transport.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP?

All Year 10 students who are Australian citizens or 

permanent residents are eligible to apply. This includes 

students from schools outside the ABCN network and 

students who have never participated in an ABCN program.

 

Each year ABCN offers a range of targeted scholarships for 

students with particular backgrounds or circumstances. 

2022 categories include First Nations students, female, 

NESB (Non-English Speaking Background), Regional 

Australians, Victorian, Western Australian and students 

interested in pursuing a career in fashion, retail or 

marketing. Recipients of these awards will not be identified 

publicly unless authorised by the student.

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR IN A SUCCESSFUL 
APPLICATION?

ABCN is seeking students who demonstrate significant 

promise and personal motivation to succeed in their 

aspirations. We will be looking for students with potential to 

grow with the program’s financial and mentoring support, 

and to become leaders who can contribute to society in 

their desired fields.



The application process gives students the opportunity to 

share their experiences about where they have come from 

and the challenges they have faced. Important factors for 

consideration include:

1  low socio-economic and/or other significant challenges 

(social, cultural or economic) 

2  engagement, effort and drive.

We are looking for students who have demonstrated 

significant effort and application in their academic or extra-

curricular activities. At least two out the following three 

categories must be met:

> academic — demonstrating commitment and high 

engagement in academic school work

> leadership — demonstrating responsibility and 

organisation at school and/or extra-curricular activities

> community service and sports – reflecting commitment 

and dedication to others in need, to their extended 

family unit and/or a team

HOW DOES A STUDENT APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP?

All applications must be completed online by the school 
principal on behalf of the student after assessing the

applicant’s needs, school and academic records.

In order to submit an application, the principal must:

> read through all the following guidelines before 

beginning the online application

> refer to the online questions attached to these 

guidelines to ensure they have all the information 

required to complete the application 

> consult with the student to ensure the information  

is correct

> ensure the student’s essay and most recent school 

report* is included within the application. These cannot 

be submitted seperately. 
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* Please do not include copies of certificates and other 
achievements. If a school report is unavailable, a principal’s 
verification of academic standard will suffice. 

> ensure a response to question 43 provides maximum 

detail as to the nature of the student’s disadvantage 

and/or characteristics — the information ABCN 
receives on the application form and the principal’s 
endorsement is critical to the successful outcome 
for the student

> complete the online application (see link on page 4).

HIGHLY COMMENDED AWARD

The ‘Highly Commended Awards’ are for students 

who scored extremely highly but were just outside the 

final scholarship selection. Students awarded a Highly 

Commended Award will be given a $500 debit card to 

support their educational expenses and a dedicated 

facilitated mentoring session. All applications will be 

automatically assessed for this Award Category. 

Final applications must be submitted online to ABCN 
by 5pm, Friday 19 August 2022. 

Once the form is complete, click on submit.  

If successfully completed, a confirmation  

will be sent to the principal’s email address.  

If no confirmation email is received,  
please contact rachel.walker@abcn.com.au

 

‘Our ABCN scholars are more engaged 
and focused on what they wish to achieve. 
They have managed to overcome 
obstacles that may have derailed their 
ability to complete high school. The 
program has challenged students to seek 
opportunities that match their ability 
rather than opportunities that are lower 
than their ability.’
Tim Lloyd, Principal



WHAT IS THE ESSAY ABOUT?

Students are required to submit an essay of up to 750 

words addressing the following topic:

> the difference this ABCN scholarship will make to my 

life and the community around me.

Students must include the following points: 

> the benefits of having a mentor

> what they would use the scholarship funds for

> the impact they would like to make in the community.

HOW WILL THE SELECTION OF SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS BE MADE?

The applications will be considered by the Scholarship 

Selection Panel, which is made up of representatives 

from the ABCN Foundation, contributors and educators. 

Selections will be made on the basis of the application,  

the principal’s recommendation and on student merit  

and need.

WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP?

Through the Accelerate Scholarship, scholars not only gain 

confidence and emotional support, but also practical skills 

in goal setting, planning, communicating, relationship-

building and networking, time and financial management 

and career pathway advice. Scholars establish both a peer 

and professional network which often provides them with 

their first real work opportunity. 

To get the most out of the program, we expect scholars  

to display commitment by responding promptly to  

mentor contact and attending all meetings and sessions. 

The initial introductory scholar/mentor meeting is held at 

the scholar’s school. For all subsequent meetings scholars 

are required to travel into their mentor’s place of  

work, typically in the CBD, during school/work hours. 
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Scholars are expected to be proactive in maximising this 

relationship throughout the term of the scholarship.

 

In the first year of the program, scholars will spend a 

minimum of 14 hours with their mentors in structured

sessions and informal meetings. All Year One scholars are 

expected to attend the annual Leadership Summit as a year 

group. It may involve interstate travel and accommodation 

for some (the cost of this is covered by ABCN).

 

Years Two and Three are based around study 

commitments, however scholars and mentors will maintain 

regular contact via phone, email, video conference or face-

to-face time. They will also attend other ABCN facilitated 

sessions and events. Scholars, principals and mentors are 

required to complete an evaluation at the end of each 

calendar year. Scholars must only spend their financial 

award on education related expenses.

If the scholar changes schools, the scholar must inform 

ABCN and provide forwarding contact information. The 

continuance of each scholarship will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis. 

ABCN reserves the right to publish or use the student essay 

to promote the ABCN Foundation. Student identities will not 

be disclosed without consent.  
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‘This extraordinary young man has 
challenged the stereotypes that surround 
First Nations learners and has fought so hard 
even to be in the position to apply for this 
program.  Billy’s academic reports reflect 
his leadership potential and his exemplary 
conduct as a student. He is gentle and 
kind to others, never boastful about his 
achievements. I doubt very much that Billy 
realises just how extraordinary he is.’ 
Billy’s Principal, Michael Hornby, in Billy’s Accelerate Application. 

Or copy this link into your web browser:  
 
https://abcnaccelerateapplication2022.
paperform.co 

CLICK HERE TO APPLY 

https://abcn.wufoo.com/forms/swk1db519wd4vs/
https://abcnaccelerateapplication2022.paperform.co


ABCN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM APPLICATION FORM 2022

The questions that will appear in the online application form are listed below. We recommend using 
these to prepare your responses to each question before beginning the online form.
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If you have any questions about the application, please 
contact Rachel Walker rachel.walker@abcn.com.au


